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Members of the B7/CD28 family of immune checkpoints,
such as CTLA4, PD1 and PDL-1, play critical roles in
T cell regulation and have emerged as promising drug
targets for cancer immunotherapy. We hypothesize that
additional novel members of the B7/CD28 family play a
role as negative immune regulators and thus may serve as
targets for therapeutic mAbs. Utilising Compugen’s pre-
dictive discovery platform, we identified nine novel mem-
bers of this family that may serve as immune checkpoints.
The therapeutic relevance of three of these proteins,
CGEN-15001T, CGEN-15022, and CGEN-15049, was
confirmed following the validation of their immunomodu-
latory properties and their expression in various cancers.
Two of these proteins, CGEN-15001T and CGEN-15022,
are the basis of a license and collaboration agreement
recently signed with Bayer as targets for cancer immu-
notherapy. Here we present results obtained for an addi-
tional novel immune checkpoint, CGEN-15049. Following
its ectopic expression on cancer cell lines, CGEN-15049
inhibits the activity of NK cells and cytotoxic T cells
(CTLs). The fusion protein, consisting of the extracellular
domain of CGEN-15049 fused to an IgG Fc domain, dis-
plays robust inhibition of T cell activation and enhances
iTregs differentiation. IHC studies indicate that CGEN-
15049 is expressed in tumour cells of numerous types of
cancers, as well as in tumour infiltrating immune cells.
Based on its immunomodulatory activities on several types
of immune cells which play key roles in cancer immune
evasion, together with its expression pattern,CGEN-15049
may serve as mAb target for cancer immunotherapy.

Published: 12 March 2014

doi:10.1186/2051-1426-2-S2-I5
Cite this article as: Cojocaru et al.: S9. Proffered paper: Identification of
novel immune checkpoints as targets for cancer immunotherapy.
Journal for ImmunoTherapy of Cancer 2014 2(Suppl 2):I5.

Submit your next manuscript to BioMed Central
and take full advantage of: 

• Convenient online submission

• Thorough peer review

• No space constraints or color figure charges

• Immediate publication on acceptance

• Inclusion in PubMed, CAS, Scopus and Google Scholar

• Research which is freely available for redistribution

Submit your manuscript at 
www.biomedcentral.com/submit

Compugen Ltd., R&D, Tel Aviv, Israel

Cojocaru et al. Journal for ImmunoTherapy of Cancer 2014, 2(Suppl 2):I5
http://www.immunotherapyofcancer.org/content/2/S2/I5

© 2014 Cojocaru et al; licensee BioMed Central Ltd. This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and
reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited. The Creative Commons Public Domain Dedication waiver
(http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/) applies to the data made available in this article, unless otherwise stated.

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0
http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/

